PERIOPERATIVE THEATRE TECHNOLOGY-LEVEL 6
HE/OS/TT/CC/05/6/MA
MEDICAL LEGAL ETHICS
 
SECTION A (40 MARKS) ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS
1. Perioperative theatre technologists are vital members of the surgical team, playing essential roles in the operating room. State four specific roles of a perioperative theatre technologist in the operating room.        				                  						  (4 marks)
2. Ethical standards provide a framework that guides professional behavior and decision-making for POTT practitioners during patient care. Name any four ethical standards relevant to perioperative practice and state how each is applied in a surgical setting.				  	(4 marks)
3. You are a theatre technologist working in an operation theatre. When handling a patient, they become violent and threaten to beat you. Outline any three ethical actions you would take. 	  (3 marks)
4. A fellow POTT professional is caught altering a surgical checklist after a missing sponge was found post-operation. Identify four consequences of their actions under legal or ethical guidelines.  
(4 marks)
5. The discipline of medicine and legal fraternity come together to solve some cases. Identify five medical legal cases that must be reported to legal officers.             				(5 marks)
6. The enforcement team ensures compliance with law, regulations, and policies. List any four enforcement officers legally mandated to uphold and investigate breaches related to medical ethics.								                    			(2 marks)       
7. Consent forms serve as legal proof that a patient has voluntarily agreed to a procedure after understanding the risks. List six key components that must appear in a valid consent form for surgery. 								       				(3 marks)
8. You are preparing an elderly patient with a terminal condition for surgery and find out that they have a living will. What four end of life decisions could the patient have stated in this document? 								       				 	  (4 marks)
9. Advance directives guide care when patients are unable to communicate their wishes during treatment. State three reasons why it is important for terminally ill patients to have advance directives. 			       		                                                                          (3 marks)
10. Due to increasing number of malpractice cases resulting from charting mistakes, state any four principles that should be applied when completing documentation and record keeping in hospitals. 				                                                                                                  (4 marks)
11. During clinical rotation, you are asked to assist in completing an incident report. Identify four details you will include in this document. 	 		                                                              (4 marks)
SECTION B (60 MARKS) ANSWER ANY THREE QUESTIONS
12. As a qualified employed theatre technologist, your practice will be guided by requisite laws of Kenya.
a. Briefly discuss any five sources of laws in Kenya, giving an example in each.              (10 marks) 
b. Explain five importance of law in the medical field.   			      		(10 marks)
13. You are employed in a hospital soon after graduation. The employer expects you to act professionally
a. State any five ways you will act to show high level of professionalism.                           (5 marks)
b. Highlight five patient rights you will uphold while providing care to surgical patients.   (5 marks)
c. Explain any five implications a theatre technologist could face after breaching the professional code of conduct. 						                                                (10 marks)
14. An 80-year-old patient with terminal kidney failure is admitted for a palliative surgical procedure. The patient has a signed advance directive refusing resuscitation or any life-prolonging interventions. However, during surgery, the patient develops cardiac arrest. The theatre team is divided; some members insist on performing CPR while others are against the idea. 
a. Define what an advance directive is. 					                           (1 mark)
b. Name the document that records that a patient refuses resuscitation. 	                           (1 mark)
c. Discuss the ethical dilemma the theatre team is facing, highlighting the two conflicting ethical principles. 					                                                                          (4 marks)
d. Explain two possible ethical solutions to the dilemma. 			                          (4 marks)
e. Discuss five roles a theatre technologist plays when dealing with end-of-life matters and advance directives. 							                                                (10 marks)
15. Medical records are the documents that explain all details about the patient's well-being pre, intra and post hospitalization. 
a. Describe five principles of documentation and record keeping. 	                                   (10 marks)
b. Discuss five importance of proper documentation and record keeping in a hospital setting. 									                                                (10 marks)			
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